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A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
safed to their kind in other ages. Trade advanced by leaps and bounds, British ships covered the seas, the Empire expanded, and solved its problems by the magic of self-government. If there were occasional sets-back, the general assurance of progress was never shaken. Science went hand in hand with industry and helped it with new inventions, health improved, the death-irate declined, education spread to the masses, falling prices made low wages tolerable, and, so far as Government was concerned, it was generally believed that no one had any excuse for not being happy. Well-to-do men and women living in the Victorian age had a vision of a permanent, orderly and progressive state of society seldom vouchsafed to human beings in other centuries.
The.New Voices
But the period was running out some years before Queen Victoria died. The Victorians, it was being discovered, had purchased their comfort by passing on many of their problems to their successors. Arnold Toynbee and Barnett of White-chapel had already in the 'eighties raised powerful voices against the growing gulf between rich and poor typified in the contrast between West and East London, and a few years later Charles Booth's monumental survey of London revealed that an inordinate number were living " on the poverty line," that is, had no more than the bare necessaries of existence, and that the conditions in which they were housed made a decent life all but impossible. The industrialists of a previous genera-don had immensely extended their factories and given employment to a constantly increasing number of wage-earners in the great towns, but neither they nor the local authorities in these towns had thought it part of their duties to provide in an 0r<krfy way for the housing of the workers. From the year 1885 onwards there was a gradual awakening to the urgency of the social problem, the slum problem and the poverty problem, and the debates about these were to play * large part in the warfare of parties, and in the struggles between Lords and Commons during the subsequent years. When the Victorians extended the franchise, they said that
we must educate our masters," but they had perhaps failed to realize that universal education would awaken in the newly
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